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George W. Blocher House
Avilton 1890
Private

Erected c.1890, the George W. Blocher House is a two story, frame
dwelling with a cross gable roof and a stone foundation. Its basic
configuration is a three bay by two bay, center hall plan with a two-
story rear ell and a two-story rear porch. TIts ornamehtal details include
bay windows, weatherboard siding, an ornate bracketed cornice, and
other millwork. A small, frame outbuilding at the rear of the house serves
a dual function as a springhouse and a dance hall.

The George W. Blocher House is an ornate example of the house type
most commonly found in Garrett County from the mid-nineteenth through
the early twentieth centuries; the two story, gable-roofed, rectangular,
frame farmhouse with a center hall plan and a rear wing. The larger
proportions of this building and the decorative details such as the
heavily molded and bracketed cornice, the bay windows, and the two-tiered
porches give this house a much grader appearance than the more common
unadorned farmhouses in the vicinity.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Erected c.1890, the George W. Blocher House is a two-story, frame dwelling
with a cross gable roof and a stone foundation. Its basic configuration is
a three bay by two bay, center hall plan with a two-story rear ell and a two-
story rear porch. Its ornamental details include bay windows, weatherboard
siding, an ornate bracketed cornice, and other millwork. A small, frame
outbuilding at the rear of the house serves a dual function as a springhouse
and a dance hall.

The facade (SW elevation) has a symmetrical, three bay, center door
arrangement with a wide, central cross gable. The first floor doorway consists
of a set of double doors ornamented with molded, round-arched panels, topped
by a transom light. Flanking this doorway is a pair of bay windows with
bracketed dentil cornices and molded, recessed panels below their sash. A
raised, four-panel door with a two-pane transom occupies the second floor,
center bay. However, the two-story entrance porch that framed both doorways
has been removed. The second floor windows, like those on the other elevations,
are 2/2 sash with plain wooden sills and no surrounds. A round-arched 2/2 sash
pierces the gable.

Both end walls have two 2/2 sash windows per floor, and round-arched
2/2 sash in their gables flanking the interior brick chimnies that rise through
the center of those walls.

A two-story, gable-roofed wing, measuring one bay by two bays, joins the
rear wall at its north corner. The unfenestrated end wall of this wing has a
cellar entrance at its foundation and a brick chimney rising through its
interior. A two-story, shed-roofed, porch with chamfered posts and jig-sawn
railings shelters the southeast side of the wing and the rear elevation.
Recently, part of the first floor porch was enclosed with cinderblock.

The roof is covered with corrugated metal and has a cyma reversa box
cornice with partial gable end returns. Scroll brackets and dentils form
a frieze below the cornice.

The two bay by one bay, gable-roofed outbuilding is located approximately
fifty feet northwest of the house. The space within its stone foundation
functions as a springhouse, while the balloon frame structure above was used as
a dance hall. Its exterior is finished with weatherboard siding, a transom-
topped doorway, 2/2 sash windows, and a box cornice with partial gable end
returns.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The George W. Blocher House is an ornate example of the house type most
commonly found in Garrett County from the mid-nineteenth through the early
twentieth centuries; the two story, gable-roofed, rectangular, frame farmhouse
with a center hall plan and a rear wing. The larger proportions of this building
and the decorative details such as the heavily molded and bracketed cornice,
the bay windows, and the two-tiered porches give this house a much grander
appearance than the more common unadorned farmhouses in the vicinity.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines January 1982
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1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



CHAIN OF TITLE

G-1-A-172

George W. Blocher House

August 9, 1966 Grantees: Forrest G. Blocher & Betty J. Blocher (w) of
273/321 G Co.

Grantor: George H. Blocher & leona M. Blocher (w)
Consideration: $10.00 plus other consideration
Acreage: 125

Election District No. 9

#1: Military Lot No. 685, 50 acres

#2: Military Lot No. 778, 50 acres

#3: Military Lot No. 684, west half, 25 acres

August 9, 1966 Grantees: George H. Blocher & Leona M. Blocher
273/321 Grantor: Forrest G. Blocher & Betty J. Blocher
Consideration: $10.00 plus other consideration (same
land as above)

May 19, 1961 Grantee: Forrest G. Blocher

234/388 Grantor: George H. Blocher & Leona M. Blocher (w)
Consideration: $10.00 plus other consideration
Acreage: 125

#1: Military Lots Nos. 685 & 778. Same as conveyed to
Bradford Blocher by George W. Blocher, 5 July 1910
(61/304)

#2: Military Lot No. 684. % Conveyed to Bradford
Blocher by Henry Blocher and wife 16 June 1900

(88/485)
July 5, 1910 Grantee: Bradford Blocher of G.Co.
61/304 Grantor: George W. Blocher (unmarried)of G. Co.
Consideration: $2,000.00
Acreage:

Military Lots 685 & 778. Same property which was conveyed
by Bradford Blocher (then unmarried) to George W. Blocher,
25 January 1889 (14/342)

January 25, 1889 Grantee: George W. Blocher
14/342 Grantor: Bradford Blocher
Consideration: $1,300.00

Military Lots 685 & 778 with improvements thereon. This
property being the remainder of the life estate of Louisa
Blocher, widow of the late John Blocher in said Military
Lots of which he died, seized in virtue of a deed to him
from Joshua Johnson, 29 March 1848 (liber 4, folio 300,
Allegany County Land Records).
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Pa, and pear the Youghiogheny River. There are “ Grassy Cabin Sorvey” was the earliest entered :

several veins of coal in this vicinity, two, three, and
five feet 4kisk. .The merchants are P. T. Garthright
(postmiaster) and Jercmiah Guard. The woolen-mills
are run by Alfred Daniels, and the saw-mill by Jobn
M. Miller. Lewis Neil is the tinner, and August
Neil, J. L. Sellers, and Otho Speelman, millers.

The school-teachers for the year ending May 13,
1881, ‘were as follows: -
- Bchool No.3.—Jennie A. Miller.

No. 2.—John Steele.
. No. 3.—R. F. Liston.

No. 4.—G. M. Steele.

No. 5.—Samuel E. Friend, George Dunham.

No. 6.—W. N. Myers. '

No. 7.—Taylor Friend.

No. 8.—E. J. Stoek. :

No. 9.—Jefferson Gnard.

 School trustees for the year ending May, 1882: .

School No. 1. Elder Hill.—Morgan Connewsy, Matthew
Frazee, Robert Sterling.

No. 2. Friendsville.—W. A. Coddington, E. M. Friend, Joshna
" M. Friend.

No. 3. Selhysport.—John Frantz, H. M. Frazee, John Riley.
- No. 4. Frazee Ridge.—S P. Lowdermilk, Loeian Frazee,
H. B. Demmitt. )

No. 5. Mount Holly, or Rush.—James H. Rush, Elijah Myers,
George D. Frantz.

No. 6. Sandy Spring.—Isasc Myers, J. W, Frants.

No. 7. Ira Friend.—Ira E. Friend, William Umbel, John H.
Friend.

No. 3. Ashe’s Glade.—Izaac C. Frazee, Elijah Thomas, Elisha
Umbel.

No. 9. Mill Run.—Benjamin H. Green, Jonas Wass, Newton
Guoard.

Joseph Frantz, of Joseph. died at his residence
pear Selbysport, Nov. 23, 1879, aged seventy-three.
He was at one time a county commissioner, and in
1851 was elected to the Legislature. With the ex-

" ception of the veperahle George Matthews, he was
the last of the old citizens of the district.

Grantsville District, No. 3, is bounded on the
vorth hy Pennsylvania, east hy Johnson’s and Bloom-
ington Districts, south by Bloomington and Alta-
mont Districts, and west by Accident. It is the
largest and wealthiest district in the cobnnty, being
underlaid with the best coal, and having large tracts
of valuable pine and other woods for lnmber.

Among the earliest settlers were Jesse Tomlinzon,
the Bruces, Gettys, Dorts, Follers, Browns, Lay-
mans, Glotfeltys, Wileys, Shulizes, Woodina, Yut-
seys, Bakers, Yoders, Sloans, Beacheys, Shaws, Mao-
colms, Stantons, Wagoners, Bevans, Broadwaters,
Blochers, Dorseys, Custers, Comptons, Ottoes, Millers,
Lobrs, Gnageys, George Matthews, John Farrell,
Engles, Freshes, Hanson Grant, McKenzies, Spikers,
Ridgeleys, Weitzells, and Thistles. -

pear Grantsville, and was made in 1768. John Sloan
was the first settler upon it, a part of which he por-
chased before the Revolutionary war. He was twice
married. By his first wife he had one child only,—
Mary,—and by his second, six children. To his son
John Joseph he conveyed his lands of four hun-
dred aond seventy-three and a half acres, part of

“ Grassy Cabin Sorvey.” John Sloan died abou 4
1826, and"John Joseph Sloan died in 1832. The
heirs of John Joseph Sloan conveyed by deed thisland -

to Jacob and Daniel Blongher, but after the death of
Sloan, Henry Brewer ohtained out of the Land Office
of the Western Shore of Maryland a special warraot
to escheat this land for an alleged want of legal heirs,
and a patent was issued to said Brewer. The lessee
of Brewer bronght suit in the Allegany Cobnbty
Court against the Bloughers (Jacob and Daniel) to
recover the land, setting forth that John Joseph
Sloan bad po title and could not cobvey, and claimed
it under the State escheat law and patent. The smt
finally reached the United States Supreme Court,
which (Jondge Taney delivering the opinion) at its
January term, in 1840, held that the title of the
Bloughers was good. John Wesley Blongher now /
resides op this tract, a milc and a half east of Grants-
ville, upon which he has a beantifal mansion over- '
looking the National read. _ -
More than a cenlury wgo a yonng mau bam
Jesse Tomlinson removed from Will's Creek to the
Little Meadows (three miles east of Grantsville),
where he worked a farm apd carried ob a tavern.
He was prosperons, considering the times, bot was
a bachelor and needed a helpmate in his busipess.
The tide of imrmigration, then as now, :'as west-
ward. Ob a2 lucky day a genteel family from the
East passed along “ Braddock's road,” bound for “ old
Kentuck,” and halted at the modest ion for shelter.
Mine host was at once captivated, and the young
lady never got any farther west than Little Meadows. i :
They lived a happy and prosperous pair, and both
died the same year,—1840. He represented the
county for many years in the Legislatore, and in his
day was the most important and influential map in i
the upper part of Allegany. He was foremost in
every enterprise, and in the conrse of his long life
held many public positions, and acquired much prop-
erty. Tle owned mauy slaves, one of whom, Reeson
Sweet, still survives. Jesse Tomlinson had five sons, to
all of whom he gave a generous edncation, hut none
had the thrift of the father. Henry, the youngest
and favorite son, graduated at -Washington College,
Pennsylvania, and in 1825 became a member of the

Bl ps .
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George W. Blocher Farm
Garrett Co., MD

Valerie Cesna 7/22/81
Facade - SW & NW elevations
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George W, Blocher Farm
Garrett Co,, MD
Valerie Cesna 7/22/81
Rear—-NE elevation



